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ABSTRACT

Physician's Experience about 'Dying with Dignity'

Young Tae Shin, MD.
Graduate School of Public Health
Yonsei University

(Directed by Professor Myongsei SOHN, Ph. D.)

Backgrounds: Development of medical science and social changes induced
many legal and ethical problems about issue of end-of-life care. So the
preexisting standard of law and ethics became inappropriate to be applied to
diverse cases of the actual spot. We carried out a qualitative research about
physicians’ actual experience of 'Dying with Dignity’ to investigate the factors
influencing on decision making and the essence of ethic conflict on the actual
spot.

Methods: The present study adopted qualitative method and the participants
were 8 physicians.

Results: Elicited factors disrupting good decision making on the spot were as
follows. Decision making by family members excluding the patient based on
familism marked in korea, insufficient communication between doctors and
family members of the patient and passiveness of doctors due to their legal
and ethic burdens which were caused by the uncertainty of medical
assumption.

And needs of our society were as follows. Paradigm shifting of our society
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about ‘Dying with Dignity’, institutional buffer to bear a part of the expenses
which conflicts with ethical belief of the family, and standardized curricula of
end-of-life care including communication skill. and the problem of health care
delivery system centered on specialties.

Conclusions: Legislation should be based on building up social infrastructure
for institutional buffer to bear a part of the expenses and standardized
curricula of  end-of-life care. And we need to institutionalize advanced

directives.

Key words : Dying with Dignity, qualitative research, Advenced directives
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